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A general meeting of the Demarest Home & School Associate was held in the Demarest 
Elementary School cafeteria on Monday, October 2, 2017 with 50 members and visitors in 
attendance. 

I. Call to Order: RaQia Randall-Bouchard called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm. 
II. Officer Attendance:  

a. Both Co-presidents, Treasurer, and Secretary were present. 
b. Immediate Past President was absent. 

III. Approval of Minutes  
a. Eileen Lucier explained the minutes approval process decided upon by the 

Executive Committee.  Minutes will be posted to the website for members to 
review. In addition, hard copies of the previous meeting’s minutes will be brought 
to each general meeting for members who do not have internet access. Members 
will have the opportunity to make comments or suggest revisions during the 
meeting. Changes will be made if necessary. The minutes will then be approved 
by the Executive Committee.  

IV. HSA Co-Presidents’ Report: RaQia Randall-Bouchard and Tracy Pitynger 
a. The results of the member survey were summarized. Responses were generally 

positive. Key points included: 
i. Respondents are comfortable recommending the meeting and 

membership to other parents. 
ii. Refreshment recommendations were made. 
iii. ~85% indicated they were comfortable asking questions and making 

comments during the meeting.  The Co-Presidents stated they’d like to 
hear from the other ~15% to understand why they feel uncomfortable. 
They’re available before and after every meeting to discuss. 

b. Both Co-Presidents attended the HSA Presidents meeting with the Bloomfield 
Board of Education (BOE) Superintendent and presidents from the other 
Bloomfield HSAs.  During the meeting, attendees discussed the activities and 
fundraising events planned for their HSA.  The Bloomfield HSA presidents are 
working to coordinate events so they don’t coincide and are also looking into 
using the same fundraising and service vendors so that all the HSAs can get 
better discounts on goods and services.   

V. Treasurer’s Report: Laura Clifford (account balances through September 30, 2017) 
a. Primary Checking Account Balance: $71,478.72 
b. Savings Account Balance: $21,952.77  
c. LGCCC Account: $4,000 
d. Raised for next year: $507.81 

VI. Secretary’s Report: Eileen Lucier 
a. No correspondences were received. 

VII. Principal’s Report: Mary Todaro 
a. The great attendance at Back to School Night was very appreciated. The 

custodial staff was also thanked for their hard work preparing for it.  Teachers will 
be reaching out to parents who weren’t able to sign up for parent-teacher 
conferences to make appointments. 
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b. A fourth kindergarten section opened today. The necessary arrangements were 
made in only three days. This included hiring a new teacher, creating space for 
the classroom, determining which students would transfer to the new class, and 
notifying parents. 

c. Another adjustment was made to the 1st and 2nd grade lunch blocks. A letter will 
be sent out explaining the change and why it was necessary. 

d. Halloween information will be sent home this week with costume guidelines, 
taking children home at lunch, and information on the parade. 

e. The Brookdale ShopRite coupon fundraiser brought in $325, bringing Demarest’s 
account credit to $568. 

f. Last Friday, an incident occurred between a 6th grader and a food services staff 
member. The food services staff member accused the 6th grader of taking an 
extra lunch.  The person had previously handled situations with students 
improperly and is no longer working at Demarest. Mrs. Todaro visited the 6th 
graders and discussed the responsibilities adults have when interacting with 
students. The incident had been discussed extensively on Facebook, in some 
instances in inflammatory tones. Mrs. Todaro expressed her concerns about how 
social media can worsen such situations and cautioned members to use social 
media responsibly and constructively. 

g. Mrs. Todaro then introduced Carol Lucas, a former student of Mrs. Todaro’s.  
Mrs. Lucas is the founder of Unstoppable Girls, an anti-bullying organization for 
girls and young women. She explained the origins and mission of the 
organization. They serve girls and young women in 15 counties.  Unstoppable 
Girls is opening a Bloomfield chapter this Saturday and will be holding a 
workshop at Bloomfield’s Harvestfest. Mrs. Lucas provided postcard flyers and 
encouraged attendees to contact her if they wanted more information. 

VIII. Teachers’ Report: Lorajean Tice 
a. Mrs. Tice reported that the teachers expressed their thanks for the great turnout 

to Back to School Night. 
b. The teachers also thanked the HSA for the wish list items. 

IX. Board of Education Representative’s Report: Jill Fischman 
a. Mrs. Fischman reported that a BOE member resigned, opening up a seat on the 

board. The application process closes on October 10. Currently there are three 
applicants. The term begins on January 1, 2018 and lasts for one-year. Mrs. 
Fischman encouraged HSA members to consider applying if they had an interest 
in serving on the board. 

b. BOE members will be attending training October 24 through 26. Board members 
are required to attend extensive training to help them fully understand their 
responsibilities and enable them to perform their duties properly. 

c. Mrs. Fischman congratulated Demarest on the great turnout to Back to School 
Night.  She encouraged members to stay involved and take ownership of their 
children’s education. 

d. Mrs. Fischman expressed interest in possibly utilizing Unstoppable Girls district 
wide and thanked Mrs. Lucas for the information. 

X. Committee Chairperson’s Reports 
a. Fundraising: Laura Clifford and Tricia Rowold 
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i. Mini Fundraising 
1. A.C. Moore: Thank you to all who participated. The HSA will 

receive 10% from sales during the fundraiser. 
2. Rita’s: The official date has not been confirmed. Attempts to 

contact management at the Bloomfield and Nutley Rita’s have 
been unsuccessful. When a date is set, parents will be notified. 

3. Barnes and Noble: The fundraiser will be November 8 and will 
coincide with the Read-a-thon. 

4. Five Below: The date has been confirmed as December 15. 
5. Fun Run: The event was a success. Not all information has come 

in but it did net a profit. There were many costs associated with 
the Fun Run and participation and volunteer participation was not 
as high as it could have been, likely due to the short time period 
for planning and advertising. The Fun Run will likely be repeated 
next year, but planning and advertising will begin earlier. 

ii. Major Events 
1. KidStuff Books: KidStuff books will be on sale until October 17, 

2017. Each book costs $25, with the HSA receiving half as profit.  
Also for every five books ordered, families get one free. A survey 
of past coupon book purchasers was conducted over the summer 
and the results indicated the KidStuff book was the preferred 
option.  

2. Fall Clothing and Toy Drive: Flyers will go out this week for the 
clothing and toy drive.  Toys should be separated from clothing, as 
they go to different locations.  The HSA gets a certain amount of 
money per pound of “soft goods.” The company selected for the 
drive pays slightly less than some others, but goods go to tri-state 
thrift stores rather than overseas or to recyclers. Please refer to 
the flyer for acceptable items. 

3. Silver Graphics: The Silver Graphics fundraiser will run from the 
end of October to November 3, 2017. Parents and caregivers can 
purchase personalized gift items made using their child’s artwork.   

4. Tricky Tray for Kids (Dena and Louanne): The Tricky Tray for Kids 
is on November 17, 2017 from 6pm-9pm in the gym.  Please note 
this is not a “drop and go event.” Parents must stay to supervise 
their child. Tickets will be sold on a first-come-first-serve basis. 
Entry fee will include tickets, a slice of pizza, drink, and a prize. 
Additional tickets will not be available for purchase. There will be 
a 50/50 for parents.  They are accepting donations of new, 
unwrapped toys.  

5. Breakfast with Santa: The date is set for December 16, 2017. 
Additional details will follow. 

6. Chili Cook-off: This will be scheduled at the end of January 2018. 
A lot of work needs to be done leading up to the event, so 
volunteers will be needed soon.  
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iii. Special Committees 
1. Book Fair: Tricia Rowold reported that there will be a Book Fair 

meeting before the November HSA general meeting. 
2. Holiday Shop: The Holiday Shop gives kids an opportunity to 

select and purchase gifts for family and friends. Gifts are wrapped 
there so recipients will be surprised when they open them. 

3. Read-a-thon: The Read-a-thon will run from November 6 through 
13, 2017, with the Barnes and Noble mini fundraiser scheduled 
November 8, 2017 to further encourage participation. Kids collect 
donations based on how much they read during the Read-a-thon. 

4. Tricky Tray: The Tricky Tray will be April 27, 2017 at the Forest 
Hill Field Club.  Wicker baskets are needed for the prizes. If 
members know of businesses or people who can donate items or 
services, please talk to one of the chairs. 

b. Membership: Mrs. Randall-Bouchard for Aislinn Cholet 
i. Mrs. Randall-Bouchard reported that approximately 150 families 

submitted membership forms and dues, and about another 60 envelopes 
had been received but not processed, so the numbers were expected to 
increase. Considering there are a little over 200 families in the school, this 
is a strong response. 

c. Newsletter: Amy Deputato 
i. Mrs. Deputato reported that the text for the newsletter is ready to go and 

thanked members for contributing. Once approved, the newsletter will be 
distributed via the virtual backpack. 

d. Programs: Dawn Pekar 
i. Mrs. Pekar indicated that the October program, “No Bullying: Stand up, 

step in” would take place on the 10th.  
ii. November’s program topic will be Thomas Jefferson 

e. Special Services 
i. No members in attendance. 

f. Sixth Grade: Tricia Rowold 
i. Mrs. Rowold reviewed the proposed activities and fundraising proposed 

for Sixth Grade.  
ii. Activities will be consistent with previous years and will include: t-shirts, 

yearbook, DVD, June dance, Breakfast on the last day of school, and gifts 
for Mrs. Todaro.  

iii. Estimated budget required: $6,345. Mrs. Rowold reported $1,200 has 
already been raised, and the following fundraisers are planned: Prize 
wheel at the Fall Social; Bake Sale; Basketball game with Snacks; and a 
car wash.   

iv. She requested approval for the Sixth Grade budget and activities.  
v. A vote was held, and the Six Grade Budget and activated passed 

unanimously (14; 3 EC and Standing Committee Chairs absent).  
g. Basketball: Laura Clifford for Kevin Clifford 

i. On behalf of Mr. Clifford, Mrs. Clifford reported that forms will be 
distributed by the end of October. Games will be held from November 
through January. 
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ii. Parent coaches are still needed for 4th and 5th grades. 
h. Fall Social: Tylene Longyhore 

i. Mrs. Longyhore reported that the date is set for October 27, 2017. 
Volunteers are needed and new volunteers are welcome. Interested 
members should talk to Mrs. Longyhore or Mrs. Pitynger.   

ii. There will be many activities and much fun to be had. Flyers will be 
distributed soon. 

iii. A member asked if there would be a craft area. Mrs. Longyhore indicated 
there would be and supplies have already been purchased. 

i. Spirit Wear: Mrs. Longyhore 
i. Mrs. Longyhore reported that Spirit Wear order forms were distributed 

and orders are due Friday, October 6, 2017. 
ii. The committee decided to order Spirit Wear at the beginning of the year 

due to parent preference. 
iii. Almost every Friday is Spirit Day, and children are encouraged to wear 

their Spirit Wear. 
j. Pumpkin Patch: Dena Miller 

i. Mrs. Miller reported the Pumpkin Patch is scheduled for October 20, 
2017.  

ii. Pumpkins have been ordered.  
iii. Flyer will go out this week or next requesting volunteers for set-up and 

assisting the children during the event.  
iv. If weather is inclement, the Patch will be located in the gym. 

k. Recess Activity Program: Laurie Kessler 
i. Mrs. Kessler requested volunteers for the Recess Activity Program. 

Volunteers can sign up for one day, a full week, or whatever works for 
their schedule and would be helpful and very appreciated. 

ii. Mrs. Todaro stated that the classes have rainy day bags with various 
activities for days when recess must be held indoors.  

l. Kindergarten Playdate:  Amy Deptato 
i. Mrs. Deptato reported that approximately 30 parents attended the 

kindergarten Playdate and thanked volunteers and attendees for 
participating. 

XI. Old Business 
a. Mrs. Randall-Bouchard reminded committee chairs to reach out to all members 

who volunteer, even if just to notify them that all volunteer spots have been filled.  
XII. New Business 

a. Mrs. Longyhore asked about implementing an afternoon snack for the younger 
children, as hers have been coming home very hungry.  A number of parents 
also indicated their children have been returning home very hungry.  Mrs. Todaro 
said she’d have to look into what is possible due to allergy concerns when eating 
in classrooms.  

b. Another question was raised about extending lunch for the lower grades. Mrs. 
Todaro reiterated that the kindergarteners have as much time as they need to 
eat.  

c. A member reported that the HSA kitchen needs cleaning and organizing. There 
are dishes and cookware that haven’t been used in a long time. 
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d. Laura Clifford informed members that the HSA has a number of activities and 
games available for use at events: Inflatable football toss, corn hole, plinko, ring 
toss, ping pong, and bean bags. 

e. A member asked if the school could hold a parent class to learn how the children 
are learning math.  Mrs. Todaro indicated she thought it was a great idea and 
would look into it. 

XIII. Announcements 
a. Next HSA Meeting: November 6, 2017 at 7:00 pm 

XIV. Adjournment 
a. Meeting adjourned at 8:08 pm 


